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Foreword by the Resident Coordinator
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Christine N. Umutoni
UN Resident Coordinator

The year 2023 was significant for Liberia, particularly with
the successful conduct of the elections and subsequent
peaceful transfer of power from one government to anoth-
er. | would like to congratulate the people of Liberia and
join the world to celebrate the deepening democracy in Li-
beria through the peaceful conduct of the 2023 Presiden-
tial and Legislative Elections. This was a demonstration of
the country’s commitment to democratic governance and
peace building which is an important step towards sustain-
able development.

The next phase of Liberia’s democratic journey is crucial
for nation building, cohesion, and sustainable develop-
ment. The UN in Liberia looks forward to this next phase,
particularly the new national development plan, which
would serve as a guide for the new United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Cooperation Framework (UNSDCF).

This annual results report presents the UN Liberia’s con-
tribution to the country’s achievements and makes com-
mitments for continuous partnership with the government
and people of Liberia to consolidate peace, democracy,
unity and reconciliation, social cohesion, and economic
development. In 2023 Liberia the United Nations provided
support in various areas contributing to social economic
development including peacebuilding initiatives, enhanc-
ing institutional capacity, promoting inclusive and peaceful
elections, and providing essential services like education,
vocational training, healthcare, and agricultural support
among others.
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The United Nation work in the country is based the UN
Sustainable development cooperation framework (UNSD-
CF) which is aligned to agenda Africa agenda 2063, agen-
da 20230 and the global Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Although progress towards the SDGs is slow,
there were notable achievements, including in areas of
promoting peace and democracy, supporting the youth in
technical education and life skills training, support in the
health sector, promoting economic development, empow-
ering farmers particularly women with climate-resilient ag-
ricultural interventions among others.

The government and other national institutions, civil soci-
ety organizations, international partners, and, most impor-
tantly, the Liberian people, played a pivotal role in realizing
these accomplishments. | extend my warmest apprecia-
tion to the Government and people of Liberia for our very
strong collaboration in working towards achievement of
the 2030 Agenda. Profound gratitude also goes to all our
partners, including the development partners, multilateral
development actors, regional cooperation bodies, interna-
tional financial institutions, the private sector, civil society
organizations, academia, and others. | would like to stress
the importance of continued collaboration and partnership
in accompanying Liberia in its development journey.

As we reflect on the achievements of 2023, we recognize
that a lot remains to be done. And the country requires to
double its efforts to accelerate actions towards improving
the lives of the people. The United Nations and its part-
ners are commitment to continued collaboration and ac-
tion towards achieving the SDGs and fostering sustainable
development in Liberia.
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The UN Country Team (UNCT) in Liberia comprises of 19
resident UN agencies, funds and programmes and two
non-resident ones. It is headed by the Resident Coordi-
nator (RC) with the support of the UN Resident Coordi-
nator’s Office. The RC coordinates the implementation of
the United Nations Sustainable Development Cooperation
Framework (UNSDCF, or the ‘Cooperation Framework’),
the core planning instrument guiding all development
activities at the country level. The UNCT's joint steering
committee includes the UN, development partners and
government agencies, and is co-chaired by the RC and the
Minister of Finance and Development Planning (MFDP).

The UNSDCF 2020-2024 is fully aligned with Liberia's na-
tional development plan — the Pro-poor Agenda for Pros-
perity and Development (PAPD). The design of a new
UNSDCF will align to thesuccessor plan of the new gov-
ernment aimed at achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and Agenda 2030 while Leaving No One Be-
hind.

The UNCT continues to support the Government of Liberia
collectively and coherently to effectively address imme-
diate and long-term impacts COVID-19 pandemic on the
Liberian economy, livelihoods, healthcare, employment, cli-
mate change and other binding constraints, that continue
to push back millions of Liberians into poverty and other
social deprivations.

AR\

@ THE WORLD BANK  (NIDG }LIFAD

W Investing in rural people

UNCT
Composition 90%
Present

The UNCT continues to support national capacity
strengthening to ensure a “peaceful, transformed and
prosperous Liberia, anchored on accountable institu-
tions and equitable, inclusive and sustainable develop-
ment” by 2030. The UNCT supports the Government in
its endeavors to reduce extreme poverty and provide
higher incomes and health care for all. By focusing on
support to building more capable and trusted state in-
stitutions, the UNCT helps lay the groundwork for a sta-
ble, resilient, and inclusive nation with sustained invest-
ments in agriculture, human capital, infrastructure, and
social protection.

The UNCT also works with development partners, inter-
national financial institutions (IFls), the private sector,
civil society, community-based organizations (CBOs),
the media, and academia in building strong institutions
for improved service delivery and national ownership.
With ongoing transition of the new Government, the UN
will continue to play a strategic policy advisory and co-
ordination role in convening development and govern-
ment partners to support the development and imple-
mentation of the vision for Liberia’s development. The
new government has put forward the ARREST (Agricul-
ture, Road, Rule of Law, Education, Sanitation and Tour-
ism) Agenda and going forward the UN will continue to
support national priorities anchored the new national
vision.
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Key development partners

of the UN development system in the country

The Government of Liberia is the primary partner of the UN.
The UNCT also works with development partners, interna-
tional financial institutions (IFls), the private sector, civil so-
ciety, community-based organizations (CBOs), the media,
and academia in building strong institutions for improved
service delivery and national ownership. With ongoing tran-
sition of the new Government, the UN will continue to play
a strategic policy advisory and coordination role in conven-
ing development and government partners to support the
development and implementation of national priorities.

The UN-Government (UN/GOL) Joint Steering Commiittee,
provides policy strategic leadership and direction for suc-
cessful policy coherence and development coordination in
Liberia.

Key Government/National
Implementing Partners:

The Ministry of Finance and Development Plan-
ning; Ministry of Health; Ministry of Justice; Min-
istry of Gender, Children and Social Protection;
Ministry of Agriculture; Ministry of Commerce
and Industry; Ministry of Education; Ministry of
Youth and Sports; Ministry of Internal Affairs;
Environmental Protection Agency of Liberia; Li-
beria Anti-corruption Commission; National Elec-
tions Commission; Governance Commission;
National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority;
National Commission on Disability, Independ-
ent National Commission on Human Rights; and
others.

Key Development/Donor Partners:

The UN works with countless development partners in Liberia and would like to acknowledge all development
partners for their support in 2023 despite the challenges occasioned by the global crises in Ukraine and the Mid-
dle East. Below are few development partners randomly arranged and not in the order of the amount of financial

support provided:
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Macro-Economic Context

The Liberian economy has shown signs of resilience. It is
recovering from multiple shocks, including the COVID-19
pandemic and Ebola which caused a severe drop in prices
of its primary exports (iron ore, rubber, and timber) and
the effects of global crises, the Russia’s full-scale attack
on Ukraine, the war between Israel and Hamas.

The Liberian economy experienced real GDP growth rate
_a'at 5.2% in 2023, marking an increase from 3.7% in 2022,
despite the increased global uncertainties and commod-
ity price shock. Subsequently, the national poverty rate
has risen to 52.3%, with high prevalence in rural counties
compared to urban areas and the startling regional dis-
parities. However, despite growth in real GDP terms, the
government faces a shortage of fiscal space for national
development financing with more than half of the national
budget being allocated to recurrent expenditure.

Inflation rate remains relative stable and low declining
from 11% in 2022 to an average 8% in 2024. Sustaining
low inflation levels Vm help Liberian households retain
their purchasing Hc')wer, which will in turn help decrease
poverty rates across the country in 2024 and beyond.
Although the fiscal deficit rose to 4.3% in 2023, it is ex-
pected to improve in the medium term with reforms to
strengthen domestic resource mobilization and consoli-
date expenditures. In addition, the Government’s recent
strong fiscal policy reform and tight expenditure manage-
ment will help narrow the fiscal deficit and maintain it at
below 5%.

The impacts of COVID-19 pandemic continue to effective
delivery of essential social and economic services, espe-
cially among more vulnerable households. As a result of
COVID-19, approximately 2.3 million Liberian people were
pushed back into extreme poverty due to high consump-
tion costs and out-of-pocket health exp'erznditures.1 The
COVID-19 Socio-Economic Impact Assessment shows
that people working in the self-employed services sector
or vulnerably employed (46.2%) population were affected "
the most, with poverty rate increasing by 2.5% for vulner-
able workers compared to 1.9% for the more stably em-
ployed. Growth in the private sector stagnated with low
imports of goods to service the economy. The informal
sector continues to decline due to reduced domestic pro-
duction, mainly in the agriculture, fisheries, and mining
sectors. Women experienced lower income earnings and
were more affected by poverty.

1. Common Country Analysis Update, 2021



UN LIBERIA Annual Results Report 2023

HUMAN IMPACT STORY
Liberia's COVID-19
detection and
vaccination drive
boosted by Community-
Based Response

As Liberia tackled community transmission of
COVID-19 in 2022 rapid diagnostic testing of com-
munity members in locations where newly confirmed
cases were reported proved instrumental in breaking
the transmission chains. Additionally, through a re-
active vaccination approach, efforts were made to
reach out to individuals who had not yet received the
vaccine and encourage them to get vaccinated. This
approach resulted in 15,463 people being fully vacci-
nated, contributing 0.4% to the country’s overall vac-
cination coverage of 81% of the population by April
30, 2023.

The Community Based Surveillance and Response
(CBSR) re-enforced community engagement by inte-
grating testing, vaccination, case management, con-
tact tracing and addressing misinformation. It also
involved the supply of infection prevention kits and
home-based isolation and care of confirmed cases.

With support from World Health Organization (WHO),
mobile health teams on a total of 162,018 samples
in the counties of Montserrado, Nimba, Margibi, and
Grand Bassa. From July 15, 2022, to April 30, 2023, a
total of 320 cases were confirmed in these counties,
with Montserrado having 166 cases, Nimba with 113
cases, Margibi with 18 cases, Lofa with 12 cases, and
Grand Bassa with 11 cases. Additionally, 1,682 con-
tacts were followed up, with Montserrado accounting
for 558 contacts, Nimba with 807 contacts, Margibi
with 160 contacts, Lofa with 56 contacts, and Grand
Bassa with 101 contacts. These efforts were focused
on the five counties, which collectively house nearly
50% of Liberia’s total population.

With the decline in demand for voluntary COVID-19
testing in Liberia, the community-based response ini-
tiative enabled monitoring of epidemiological trends
to guide control measures.

The initiative, which uses rapid tests to counter the
challenge of identifying COVID-19 cases outside
health facilities, was launched in Liberia in July 2022.
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Mobile vaccination
team vaccinating
community members
in Nimba county
©WHO Liberia

“Expanding testing in communities using the antigen
tests is helping to provide a better way for the coun-
try to respond to the pandemic,” says Chea Sanford
Wesseh, Assistant Minister for Vital Statistics in Libe-
ria's Ministry of Health, adding that there are plans to
broaden their use beyond the three counties.

In practice, the mobile teams targeted community
members in places where newly confirmed cases
were reported by administering rapid tests to identify
other potential cases. The technology is simple, mak-
ing it suitable for use in all settings.

Anyone who tests positive and requires treatment is
linked to their nearest health facility. In cases where
patients are either experiencing mild symptoms or
asymptomatic, they are managed under home- based
isolation and care, receiving infection prevention and
control materials, including information on COVID-19
risk factors and prevention measures such as vacci-
nation and handwashing.

“With testing in communities, we are reaching both
the asymptomatic and symptomatic cases. That way
we are undertaking timely isolation of confirmed cas-
es leading to a break in the chain of transmission,”
explains Dr Monday Julius, the WHO team lead for
health emergencies in Liberia.

The positive impact on vaccination uptake contrib-
uted to Liberia joining Mauritius, Rwanda and Sey-
chelles as the only four African countries to achieve
the 70% global vaccination coverage target by De-
cember 2022.

Victoria Dekpah, a student at Nimba University in Li-
beria, was among those convinced to get vaccinated
against COVID-19 when health workers visited her
community.

“ didn't think it was important to test. Many people
were afraid of knowing their status and what would
happen to them. But after listening to the health work-
er, | volunteered to take the test and it turned out pos-
itive. | isolated myself at home and the health worker
visited me regularly until I tested negative again. | also
got vaccinated thereafter,” she says.

Isaac Cole, County Surveillance Officer in Nim-
ba, blames rampant misinformation surrounding
COVID-19 for the reluctance among Liberians to ac-
cept testing and vaccination. But working with local
leaders who are trusted by their communities, he
says, was the game changer in achieving results.

“The people now know that once they are tested and
found to be positive, they will be taken care of either
at the health facility or through the home-based care
approach. When we go to communities, health work-
ers also lead by example by being vaccinated first, as
one of the ways of dispelling myths about vaccination
and its effect on the body,” he adds.

WHO has supported 18 other African countries to
implement COVID-19 community-based surveillance
and response initiative with guidance to use the
lessons learnt in implementing this strategy for im-
proving surveillance and response to other epidemic
prone diseases.
















































































































