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Message from the United Nations Resident Coordinator 

 

As we begin 2026, Liberia also begins a new chapter in its partnership with the United Nations. 

In January, together with the Government of Liberia, we officially launched the United Nations 

Cooperation Framework 2026ς2030τour shared roadmap for supporting a peaceful, inclusive, 

prosperous, and resilient Liberia where every person can realize their full potential. This 

Framework reflects national priorities, regional ambitions, and global commitments, and it 

places peopleτespecially those most often left behindτat the centre of development. 

The first months of implementation are already demonstrating what this new approach means 

in practice. Across the country, we are seeing integrated action that links human capital 

development, good governance and the rule of law, and inclusive, sustainable economic growth. 

From adolescent girls staying in school because menstrual health is addressed with dignity, to 

women strengthening local economies and leadership, to communities protecting forests while 

securing livelihoods, these are not isolated successes. They are the building blocks of systemic 

change. 



The Cooperation Framework challenges us to work differently: to move beyond fragmented 

interventions and deliver as one United Nationsτusing evidence, digital innovation, strong 

partnerships, and decentralized delivery to strengthen national systems and local ownership. It 

also calls on all of us to confront difficult realities, including financing constraints, climate risks, 

and persistent inequities, with honesty, innovation, and collective resolve. 

This edition of the newsletter captures that spirit. It tells stories of lives changed, institutions 

strengthened, and communities leading solutions. It also reflects a shared commitment to 

accountabilityτensuring that national and international promises translate into real 

improvements in peopleΩs everyday lives. 

As we move forward under the new Cooperation Framework, the United Nations stands firmly 

alongside the Government and people of Liberia. We will continue to support reforms that build 

trust, expand opportunity, protect rights, and unlock the potential of women, youth, and future 

generations. 

Together, this new journey is not just about delivering programmesτit is about delivering 

impact, leaving no one behind, and shaping a future defined by dignity, resilience, and shared 

prosperity. 

Christine N. Umutoni 

United Nations Resident Coordinator in Liberia 



Introduction 

 

As 2026 begins, communities across Liberia are demonstrating what is possible when 

partnership, leadership, and people-centred solutions come together. From classrooms and 

clinics to forests, fishing communities, and halls of governance, progress this quarter has been 

driven by a shared commitment to dignity, equity, and lasting change. 

This edition of the UN Country Team Newsletter highlights how joint action between the 

Government of Liberia, the United Nations, development partners, and communities is 

translating policy into impact. Whether ensuring adolescent girls stay in school, strengthening 

lifesaving health services, advancing human rights and justice, protecting natural resources, or 

expanding opportunities for women and youth, these stories reflect a common thread: 

sustainable development is strongest when it puts people first and leaves no one behind. 

As Liberia advances key national reforms and prepares for the next phase of its development 

journey, these snapshots of progress offer both inspiration and evidence of what deliberate, 

coordinated action can achieve. 

Here is a more holistic, integrated άIn This Editionέ that moves away from program-by-program 

listing and instead presents the newsletter as a connected development narrative across people, 



systems, and places. This version reflects a One UN, systems-strengthening lens and reads 

smoothly for senior leadership, partners, and the public. 

In This Edition 

 

This edition captures how collective action across sectors is driving lasting change for people 

and communities across Liberia: 

ω Putting People First  How investments in health, education, nutrition, and dignityτfrom 

menstrual health and oxygen access to ambulances and vaccinesτare saving lives and 

expanding opportunity, especially for women, children, and adolescents. 

ω Empowering Women and Girls as Agents of Change  Stories of women leading economic 

transformation, peace and security, fisheries, farming, and community developmentτ

demonstrating how gender equality strengthens families, institutions, and national 

resilience. 

ω Strengthening Systems for Equity and Accountability  LiberiaΩs progress in governance, 

economic reforms, population planning, and human rights implementation, translating 

national commitments into people-centred policy and practice. 



ω Justice, Peace, and Human Rights in Practice  Advancing victim-centred justice, child-

sensitive peacebuilding, humane corrections, and inclusive transitional justice to 

strengthen trust, dignity, and social cohesion. 

ω Building Resilient Livelihoods and Local Economies  How farmers, fisherfolk, forest 

communities, and youth are improving incomes and stability through sustainable 

livelihoods, climate-smart practices, and community-led peacebuilding. 

ω Protecting Nature While Securing the Future  Community-driven conservation, 

sustainable forestry, and climate-resilient solutions that protect LiberiaΩs natural heritage 

while supporting economic security. 

ω Delivering as One  Reflections on the One UN approach in actionτaligning national 

priorities, global commitments, and local leadership to ensure no one is left behind. 

 

New School Pad Banks to Benefit Over 35,000 Adolescent Girls in Liberia 

 

In a landmark step toward ensuring dignity, health, and uninterrupted learning for adolescent 

girls, the Government of Liberiaτtogether with the United Nationsτhas launched sanitary pad 



banks across 175 public schools. The initiative, supported by UNFPA and UNICEF and funded by 

the Government of Ireland, will reach more than 35,000 adolescent girls in Montserrado, Grand 

Gedeh, and Rivercess Counties. 

The launch ceremony, held at E.J. Goodridge High School in Monrovia on 26 January, marked a 

moment of collective resolve to break menstrual stigma and remove one of the silent barriers to 

girlsΩ education. 

άDispensers alone will not solve the problemΧέ 

Presiding over the ceremony, Minister of Education Dr. Jarso Maley Jallah underscored that the 

success of the pad banks depends on community-wide ownership. 

άDispensers alone will not solve the problem. If they are installed without reliable supply, they 

will fail. If they are installed without education, stigma will persist.έ 

τ Dr. Jarso Maley Jallah, Minister of Education 

 

1 - Minister of Education, Dr. Jarso M. Jallah 

Her message was clear: menstrual health is not just a girlsΩ issue; it is a societal responsibility. 

A UN Commitment to GirlsΩ Health and Dignity 

The installation of pad banks falls under the GovernmentςUN Joint Programme for Adolescent 

Girls. In line with the United NationsΩ mission to leave no one behind, the initiative recognizes 

menstrual health as integral to gender equality, school retention, and young peopleΩs 

empowerment. 

UNFPA Resident Representative Dr. Mady Biaye highlighted the transformative potential of the 

intervention. 

άThis initiative is for you. Embrace it. Talk about your health openly and without shame.έ 



She reminded students that access to menstrual hygiene is not only a service but a pathway to 

confidence and academic success. 

άInvestment in girlsΩ education leads to stronger families, more vibrant communities, and a more 

prosperous nation.έ 

τ Dr. Mady Biaye, UNFPA 

Voices of Change: Girls Leading the Conversation 

For many of the girls in attendance, the pad bank represents more than access to sanitary 

padsτit symbolizes inclusion, dignity, and the breaking of long-held silence. 

Sixteen-year-old Marvelous David called on her peers to treat menstruation as a natural health 

experience rather than a source of shame. 

Her classmate, Treasure M. Johnson, encouraged girls to remain steadfast in their education: 

άWe should pursue our education without hindrance or embarrassment.έ 

Their voices reflect a new generation of girls ready to speak boldly about menstrual health and 

claim their space in classrooms and communities. 

Transforming Schools, Empowering Generations 

Menstruation-related absenteeism remains a significant contributor to girls dropping out or 

falling behind in school. By ensuring that sanitary pads are accessible on campus, the pad banks 

directly address this barrierτpromoting comfort, confidence, and continuity in learning. 

The initiative also reinforces LiberiaΩs broader commitment to advancing sexual and 

reproductive health and rights for young people. As a One UN effort, it embodies collaborative 

action aimed at strengthening systems, empowering communities, and ensuring every 

adolescent girl can reach her full potential. 

 

FAO, NaFAA and Japan Strengthen Coastal Fishing Communities with 

Essential Equipment 

Coastal fishing communities across Liberia are experiencing renewed optimism following the 

distribution of essential fishing and fish-processing equipment through a partnership between 

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the National Fisheries 

and Aquaculture Authority (NaFAA), with generous funding from the Government of Japan. 



The initiative reached all nine coastal counties, delivering tools designed to enhance safety at 

sea, reduce postharvest losses, and improve household incomes across small-scale fisheries. 

Among the equipment distributed were outboard engines, solar-powered freezers, sea-safety 

gear, and fish handling and processing materialsτall of which were placed directly into the 

hands of fishers and women fish processors whose livelihoods depend on LiberiaΩs marine 

resources. 

 

2 - Some of the equipment distributed to beneficiaries 

For many beneficiaries, the support represents a turning point. Fishers noted that the new 

outboard engines drastically reduce travel time to fishing grounds, enabling them to work more 

efficiently while lowering fuel costs. The provision of life jackets, communication devices, and 

other safety essentials is also helping reduce the risks often faced by small-scale fishers 

operating in unpredictable coastal waters. 

Women fishmongers, who play a central role in processing and marketing fish in Liberia, 

highlighted the transformative impact of solar-powered freezers. With improved cold storage, 

they can now preserve their catch for longer periods, reduce spoilage, and bring higher-quality 

products to market. This not only increases earnings but also contributes to greater food safety 

and improved nutrition for consumers. 

The initiative underscores a shared commitment to strengthening the resilience of coastal 

communities and supporting sustainable fisheries management. By investing in practical tools 

that enhance productivity and improve post-harvest handling, FAO, NaFAA, and the 

Government of Japan are helping build stronger coastal economies while advancing LiberiaΩs 

progress toward more sustainable and equitable food systems. 

This partnership reflects the United NationsΩ ongoing efforts to ensure that vulnerable 

communitiesτparticularly those whose livelihoods depend on natural resourcesτare equipped 

to adapt, thrive, and contribute to national development objectives. 



   

 Strengthening Lifesaving Maternal and Newborn Care: WHO Hands Over 

Fully Equipped Ambulances and Critical Medical Supplies to Liberia 

 

LiberiaΩs efforts to reduce preventable maternal and newborn deaths received a major boost as 

the World Health Organization (WHO) handed over two fully equipped ambulances and 

essential medical supplies valued at approximately US$600,000 to the Ministry of Health (MOH). 

The support comes at a pivotal moment as the Government accelerates its ά365 Days of Action 

to End Preventable Maternal and Newborn Deathsέτa nationwide push to ensure timely, 

highquality care for every mother and baby. 



 

3 - Minister of Health Dr. Kpoto and WHO Country Rep Dr. Olu 

Ambulances Built to Save Lives 

The newly delivered ambulances are more than vehiclesτthey are fully equipped mobile 

intensive care units capable of stabilizing and transporting critically ill patients, including women 

experiencing obstetric emergencies and newborns needing advanced care. They can also serve 

as mobile clinics, bringing lifesaving services closer to communities where distance to health 

facilities remains a barrier. 

Each unit is fitted with emergency resuscitation tools, advanced monitoring systems, and safe 

transport setups for both mothers and newborns. These will significantly improve LiberiaΩs 

capacity to respond quickly and effectively in crisis situations. 



 

Critical Equipment for Newborn Survival 

In addition to the ambulances, WHO provided a range of essential medical equipment such as 

neonatal incubators, infant ventilators, portable ultrasound machines, and resuscitation 

devicesτcore tools for improving outcomes in childbirth emergencies. 

These technologies will strengthen emergency obstetric and newborn care services in 

designated facilities, ensuring that more mothers deliver safely and more babies survive the first 

crucial hours of life. 

άA Partnership for Every Woman and Every Newbornέ 

The handover reflects the strong partnership between WHO and the Ministry of Health, and the 

shared determination to protect the lives of LiberiaΩs women and children. 

άEvery mother deserves the chance to deliver safely, and every newborn deserves the chance to 

survive and thrive. This support from WHO strengthens the national health system and brings us 

one step closer to ending preventable maternal and newborn deaths.έ 

τ Ministry of Health 

άThis equipment is more than a donationτit is an investment in lives, in communities, and in 

LiberiaΩs future.έ 



τ WHO Liberia 

WHO will accompany the equipment handover with training for health workers and support for 

installation and maintenanceτensuring that the investment delivers sustainable, longterm 

impact. 

A UN Commitment to Ending Preventable Deaths 

This intervention aligns with the United NationsΩ broader commitment to strengthen LiberiaΩs 

health system and accelerate progress toward universal health coverage. It demonstrates how 

the UN family continues to work handinhand with the Government to ensure no woman or 

newborn is left behind. 

From improved emergency transportation to modern clinical tools, the handover represents a 

concrete step forwardτbringing lifesaving care closer to the women and children who need it 

most. 

From Hunters to Guardians: A New Rhythm of Hope Along LiberiaΩs 

Forest Fringe 

 



Deep within the forestfringe communities of Grand Gedeh, River Gee, and Sinoe counties, a 

quiet transformation is unfoldingτa shift from extraction to stewardship, from survival to 

sustainability. Led jointly by the Forestry Development Authority (FDA), PADEV, the Swedish 

Embassy, FAO, and UNDP, communities that once depended heavily on hunting and forest 

exploitation are now cultivating new livelihoods that protect LiberiaΩs άgreen lungs.έ 

άWe are building a legacy for our children.έ 

Farmers like Victoria Young in Dweh Town are seeing firsthand the power of ClimateSmart 

Agriculture. Under the blazing sun, Victoria and her husband tend their oneacre farm with 

newfound confidence. 

άWith the way I see the plants growing now, I am hopeful that I will harvest way more than I 

usually do. PADEV taught us how to plant in straight lines and use nurseries. It makes all the 

difference.έ 

τ Victoria Young, Farmer 

Nearby, Oretha Krayou, a cocoa farmer, beams with pride as she explains how natural fertilizers 

and better soil management are transforming productivity: 

άNow we know how to make natural fertilizer to keep the soil fertile. We are going to make good 

money.έ 

τ Oretha Krayou, Farmer 

From Hunters to Protectors 

Perhaps the most profound shift is among former hunters. Once deeply reliant on forest wildlife 

for their livelihoods, many are now becoming protectors of the very ecosystem that sustained 

them. 

άNow we know we can farm in the forest and let the animals live free.έ 

τ Randall B. Naigow, Former Hunter, Now Forest Steward 

Through beekeeping, goat and sheep rearing, Village Savings and Loan Associations (VSLAs), and 

training in sustainable agricultural practices, communities are forging alternative livelihoods 

that safeguard biodiversity while building resilience. 

A UN Pathway to Protecting Nature and Supporting People 

This transformation is possible through the CommunityBased Forestry Management Project 

(CBFM)τan integrated initiative championed by UNDP and FAO in close partnership with the 

Government of Liberia. The OneUN contribution ensures: 

ω Sustainable income for forestdependent families 



ω Reduced pressure on LiberiaΩs carbonabsorbing rainforests 

ω Stronger local governance and environmental stewardship 

ω Resilient livelihoods aligned with global climate commitments 

Powered by the Sun, Led by Women: New Solar Cold Storage Brings 

Hope to Fisherfolk in Robertsport 

 

In Robertsport, Grand Cape Mount County, a transformative wave has reached the shoreline. 

After years of losing income to fish spoilage, the women who power the fisheries sector finally 

have a lifeline: a solarpowered prefab cold storage facility designed specifically for them. Built 

under the Accelerated Community Development Programme (ACDP), a flagship initiative 

coimplemented by the Government of Liberia and UNDP, the facility ushers in a new era of 

economic strength and dignity for coastal women. 

άThings will be different for us now.έ 

For women like Sao G. Kromah, President of the Robertsport City Women Association, the cold 

storage facility marks the end of years of uncertainty: 



άOne of the major challenges we faced was fish spoilage. Many times, it spoiled before we could 

sell it. With this cold storage facility, things will be different for us.έ 

τ Sao G. Kromah, WomenΩs Leader 

Financial Secretary Yatta S. Kiatamba echoes the relief: 

άSometimes we lost fish because we had nowhere safe to keep itΧ Now we have a safe place to 

store our fish. This will protect our businesses and increase our income.έ 

τ Yatta S. Kiatamba, Fisherfolk Trader 

A Facility Built for Sustainability and Impact 

With a 28metricton capacity and a renewable, communitymanaged solar system, the facility 

ensures: 

ω Reliable, clean energy for fish preservation 

ω Dramatic reductions in postharvest losses 

ω Increased income and market stability 

ω Greater economic autonomy for women 

Certified operational by UNDP engineers and the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Authority 

(NaFAA), the facility symbolizes modern, inclusive development at the community level. 

Leadership with a Vision for WomenΩs Empowerment 

At the commissioning ceremony, UNDP Resident Representative Aliou M. Dia reminded the 

community that infrastructure has value only when it transforms lives: 

άThis cold storage facility will support womenΩs businesses and help reduce postharvest losses.έ 

τ Aliou M. Dia, UNDP Resident Representative 

A Model of UN Partnership in Action 

This intervention aligns closely with the UNΩs commitment to inclusive economic development, 

gender empowerment, and climateresilient livelihoods. Through joint action, the UN and the 

Government of Liberia are ensuring that: 

ω Women can grow their businesses sustainably 

ω Families have more stable income 

ω Communities strengthen their resilience against climate and economic shocks 

ω National value chains grow stronger and more equitable 



For the women of Robertsport, the cold storage is more than a facilityτit is a symbol of hope, 

dignity, and the power of community-led development. 

 

4 - Cross section of beneficiaries 

From Commitments to Change: Liberia Deepens Its Human Rights 

Journey Through the UPR 

When Liberia appeared before the Human Rights Council for its Fourth Cycle Universal Periodic 

Review (UPR) in November 2025, it was more than a reporting exerciseτit was a reflection of a 

nation taking stock of its human rights journey and charting the road ahead. 

That commitment was affirmed again on 18 March 2026, when LiberiaΩs UPR outcome report 

was formally adopted at the CouncilΩs 61st session, marking a significant milestone in the 

countryΩs engagement with the international human rights system. Behind this achievement 

was an inclusive national process that brought together ministries, independent institutions, 

and technical partners through the National Mechanism for Reporting, Implementation and 

FollowUp. 

With sustained technical and financial support from the United Nations, particularly OHCHR, 

Liberia prepared and submitted a highquality national report that reflected both progress made 

and challenges ahead. The process itself strengthened coordination across government 

institutions and reinforced national ownership of human rights commitments. 

The process itself strengthened coordination across government institutions and reinforced 

national ownership of human rights commitments. 



That momentum continued on 25 March 2026, when a highlevel briefing convened the 

Government of Liberia, the UN Country Team, and the diplomatic corps to take stock of UPR 

outcomes and agree on shared implementation priorities. During the engagement, the 

Government highlighted its decision to accept 230 out of 245 recommendations, covering 

critical areas such as womenΩs rights, education, access to justice, protection of vulnerable 

groups, and socioeconomic rights. 

For the United Nations and its partners, the message was clear: progress will be measured not 

by the number of recommendations accepted, but by how visibly they improve peopleΩs livesτ

especially those most at risk of being left behind. The dialogue reaffirmed a shared commitment 

to turn international recommendations into practical reforms that strengthen dignity, equality, 

and opportunity for all Liberians. 

Human Rights Behind Bars: Training Correctional Leaders to Improve 

Lives in LiberiaΩs Prisons 

 



Inside LiberiaΩs prison facilities, daily realities such as overcrowding, prolonged pretrial 

detention, and limited resources pose serious challengesτnot only for detainees, but also for 

the officers tasked with managing them. In March 2026, a new effort sought to turn these 

challenges into opportunities for change. 

From 18 to 20 March 2026, more than 20 senior correctional officers from all 16 prison facilities 

across Liberia gathered at the Gbarnga Regional Hub in Bong County for an intensive training on 

applying a human rightsbased approach to prison management. The group included 23 

participants, among them four women, creating space for diverse perspectives and shared 

problemsolving. 

Supported by the United Nations, through OHCHR and the UN Country Team, the training drew 

on technical expertise from the Justice and Corrections Standing Capacity, alongside national 

partners including the Independent National Commission on Human Rights, the Ministry of 

Justice, and civil society organizations. Together, they worked through reallife scenarios faced by 

correctional officers every day. 

Together, they worked through reallife scenarios faced by correctional officers every day. 

Participants explored practical ways to address overcrowding, reduce prolonged pretrial 

detention, and strengthen the protection of vulnerable groups, including women, persons with 

disabilities, and pretrial detainees. Beyond policy discussions, the training focused on practical 

tools officers can use immediately to improve conditions of detention and uphold human 

dignity behind prison walls. 

This initiative forms part of broader, coordinated UN support to help Liberia implement its UPR 

recommendations, particularly those linked to detention conditions and oversight. By investing 

in the skills and leadership of correctional officers, the United Nations and national partners are 

helping ensure that human rights are not just safeguarded in law, but respected in everyday 

practice. 

Together, these efforts reflect a simple but powerful principle: human rights reforms matter 

most when they change livesτboth inside institutions and across communities. 



UN Applauds LiberiaΩs Bold Governance Reforms: Voices of Commitment 

and a Shared Vision for Transformation 

 

In a moment marked by renewed national ambition and collective resolve, the Government of 

Liberia launched its 2026ς2030 Strategic Plan for Economic Governanceτa blueprint aimed at 

modernizing systems, deepening transparency, and strengthening accountable public service. 

The event, held at the EJS Ministerial Complex, drew a diverse gathering of leaders, technocrats, 

civil society, development partners, and the United Nations Country Team (UNCT)τeach 

signaling resounding support for the countryΩs fiscal transformation agenda. 

άThis is a working instrument for national renewal.έ 

Finance and Development Planning Minister Augustine Kpehe Ngafuan captured the weight of 

the reforms with a firm message on responsibility and public trust: 

άThis strategic plan is a working instrument for national renewal. These reforms are not 

bureaucratic obligationsτthey are promises we make to the Liberian people.έ 



 

5 - Minister of Finance and Development Planning, Min. Ngafuan 

Designed after extensive consultations and reflections on past reform cycles, the plan sets bold 

targets: raising revenuetoGDP to 35%, reducing debttoGDP below 45%, scaling financial 

management systems nationwide, and ensuring 95% of government payments are processed 

electronically. These ambitions reflect a national drive to rebuild confidence in public 

institutions and deliver services more efficiently and transparently. 

Outgoing Deputy Minister for Administration Bill McGill Jones emphasized how lessons from 

past reforms shaped the roadmap: 

άThis plan comes from deep analysisτof what worked, what didnΩt, and what must change. 

Digital transformation sits at its core.έ 

A Resonant Call from the United Nations 

In a defining moment of solidarity, UN Resident Coordinator Christine N. Umutoni officially 

launched the Strategic Planτframing it not just as a document, but as a pathway connecting 

LiberiaΩs aspirations to measurable, sustainable results. 

άThis strategy is a bridge from national ambition to development impact. It strengthens LiberiaΩs 

ability to deliver the services its people deserveτand we, as the United Nations, stand firmly 

behind these reforms.έ 



 

6 - UN Resident Coordinator, Madam Christine Umutoni 

Her remarks reinforced the UNΩs commitment as Liberia prepares its next National 

Development Plan (NDP) and the upcoming UN Sustainable Development Cooperation 

Framework (UNSDCF). The alignment between national priorities and UN support has never 

been stronger. 

άWorking Together Towards LiberiaΩs Transformationέ 

At the recent UNCT retreat held at the Farmington Hotel, RC Umutoni reminded the 21 UN 

agencies operating in Liberia that coordinated action amplifies impact: 

άOur strength as the UN lies in our unity. LiberiaΩs transformation demands that we deliver as 

one.έ 

The retreat brought together government partners, civil society, development actors, and Nobel 

Laureate Leymah Gbowee, who reiterated that national development must be grounded in 

dignity, peace, accountability, and inclusionτprinciples deeply embedded in both the MFDP 

plan and the UNΩs collective approach. 

Human Stories Behind the Reforms 

Behind every percentage point and policy shift are citizens whose lives stand to change. Women 

vendors waiting for smoother public services. Farmers who depend on predictable market 

systems. Youth entrepreneurs counting on fair access to opportunities. Public servants striving 

to build stronger institutions. 

The Strategic PlanΩs focus on modernization, digital payment systems, transparent audits, and 

stronger debt management speaks directly to these everyday realitiesτpromising a public 

sector that works for the people, with integrity, through innovation. 



A One UN Commitment to a More Prosperous Liberia 

For the UN Country Team, the MFDP Strategic Plan represents more than a government 

strategyτit is a call to deepen partnership, deliver technical support, strengthen institutions, 

and stand shouldertoshoulder with Liberia as it advances a new era of economic renewal. 

άThe UN stands readyτdelivering as one, leaving no one behind, and championing a future of 

transparency, stability, and shared prosperity.έ 

τ United Nations Country Team in Liberia 

As Liberia charts its course from policy to implementation, from aspiration to impact, the story 

of its economic transformation will be written not only in strategies, but in the strengthened 

systems, empowered citizens, and modernized governance the reforms aim to deliver. 

Young Voices for Justice: Putting Children at the Heart of LiberiaΩs 

Peacebuilding 

 

The UN through UNICEF and partners are helping young Liberians engage in transitional 

justice and shape a more peaceful future. 

For LiberiaΩs transitional justice process to build lasting peace, young people must not only 

inherit that futureτthey must help shape it. 

That belief is driving this support to ensure children and adolescents are included in LiberiaΩs 

ongoing national dialogue on justice, accountability, and reconciliation. 

At a recent workshop on transitional justice convened with government institutions, 

parliamentarians, the European Union, and human rights partners, UNICEF reaffirmed the 

importance of child-sensitive justice processes that recognize young people as stakeholders in 

peacebuilding. 



άChildren and adolescents must not be left out of conversations about justice and peace,έ said 

UNICEF Representative Andrew Brooks. άFor LiberiaΩs transitional justice process to be truly 

meaningful and sustainable, it must recognize and protect the rights of children.έ 

Beyond advocacy, United Nations is helping translate that commitment into action. 

Through collaboration with the Office of the War and Economic Crimes Court for Liberia, 

UNICEF has supported the Grade School Ambassadorial and Internship Program, equipping 

hundreds of adolescents with knowledge on transitional justice, civic engagement, and 

peacebuilding. 

The programme gives young Liberians space to learn about their countryΩs past, understand the 

role of justice in reconciliation, and build leadership skills for the future. 

By investing in informed, engaged young citizens today, Liberia and its partners are helping 

nurture a generation committed to accountability, inclusion, and lasting peace. 

Because sustainable peace is strongest when young people help build it. 

   

Justice That Puts Victims First: Liberia Takes a Step Closer to 

Accountability and Healing 

 

For years, survivors of LiberiaΩs civil wars and victims of corruptionrelated crimes have waited 

for justice systems that recognize their pain, listen to their voices, and restore trust. On 26 

February 2026, a new chapter beganτone that places victims firmly at the center of LiberiaΩs 

transitional justice journey. 

Through a new twoyear initiative supported by the European Union and the United Nations 

OHCHR, national stakeholders gathered in Monrovia to launch the project άStrengthening 

VictimCentred Transitional Justice Mechanisms in Liberia.έ With an investment of over USD 

724,000 for 2026ς2027, the initiative marks a concrete step toward justice, accountability, 

reconciliation, and sustainable peace. 



At its core, the project recognizes a simple truth: healing and accountability cannot be achieved 

without those most affected by past crimes. By ensuring that survivors are no longer sidelined, 

the initiative supports LiberiaΩs efforts to establish credible, inclusive, and victimcentered 

accountability mechanisms, including the War and Economic Crimes Court (WECC) and the 

National AntiCorruption Court (NACC). 

άAccountability [Χ] is integral to restoring public trust and reinforcing the rule of law,έ the 

Minister of Justice emphasized during the launch, reaffirming the GovernmentΩs commitment 

to establishing the WECC and NACC in line with international standards and best practices. 

Strengthening National Institutions Through Collective Action 

Launched at the opening of a twoday workshop for parliamentary staff, the project brought 

together lawmakers, justice institutions, civil society, and international partners around a shared 

goal: advancing a victimcentered judicial response to gross human rights violations and serious 

crimes under international humanitarian law, including corruption. 

For many participants, the workshop was an opportunity to move beyond theory and confront 

the realworld challenges of turning longstanding recommendations into functional institutions. 

Fifty parliamentary staff membersτ15 of them womenτ from both the Senate and House of 

Representatives engaged in practical discussions with national and international experts on how 

to operationalize transitional justice mechanisms that meet the expectations of victims and the 

Liberian public. 

Guest speakers included representatives from the Ministry of Justice, the Liberian 

AntiCorruption Commission, the Office for the Establishment of the WECC, the Ducor Institute, 

and civil society organizations, underscoring the importance of a wholeofsociety approach. 

A Shared UN Commitment to Victims and Rule of Law 

The initiative reflects the UN commitment to supporting national leadership while 

accompanying Liberia on its path toward accountability and reconciliation. By providing 

technical support to key institutions, the project aims not only to strengthen courts and legal 

frameworks, but also to help rebuild public confidence in the rule of lawτa cornerstone of 

lasting peace. 

For survivors and affected communities, the significance of this work goes beyond policies and 

budgets. It signals that their experiences matter, that justice is possible, and that LiberiaΩs future 

can be built on truth, accountability, and dignity. 

As Liberia moves forward, the United Nations, alongside national partners and the European 

Union, remains committed to ensuring that justice is not only pursuedτbut felt by those who 

have waited the longest for it. 



  

Building Child-Friendly Counties: A New Chapter for LiberiaΩs Children 

 

UNICEF and the Government of Liberia launch a more targeted, locally led approach to deliver 

integrated services for children where needs are greatest. 

In communities across Liberia, a new model of partnership is taking shapeτone that places 

children at the centre of local development planning and empowers county leaders to shape 

solutions for their own communities. 

Through a new five-year programme launched jointly by UNICEF and the Government of Liberia, 

national and local authorities are working together to deliver integrated services for children 

across five priority counties: Montserrado, Grand Bassa, Gbarpolu, Rivercess, and Grand Gedeh. 

The initiative marks a strategic shift toward more focused, equitable investment in the counties 

where children face the greatest deprivations, while strengthening LiberiaΩs decentralization 

agenda and reinforcing a shared commitment to leave no child behind. 

Launching the field consultations in Bentol, Montserrado County, UNICEF Representative 

Andrew Brooks said the programme is grounded in evidence and partnership. 

άOur focus is to work in a way that allows us to deliver measurable impact for the most 

vulnerable children in Liberia,έ Brooks said. 

County authorities welcomed the approach, emphasizing that the process reflects a new era of 

collaboration between national institutions, development partners, and local leadership. 



άToday, UNICEF sat with county authorities and asked for our input,έ said Montserrado County 

Superintendent Whroway Bryant. άWe plan together. We implement together. And as counties, 

we take ownership.έ 

By aligning county priorities with national frameworks and integrating support across health, 

education, nutrition, child protection, water and sanitation, and social policy, the programme 

aims to build more responsive, child-friendly counties where evidence, accountability, and 

partnership drive development. 

Together, the Government of Liberia and the United Nations are helping ensure that every 

childτregardless of where they liveτhas a fairer chance to survive, thrive, and reach their full 

potential. 

 άI CouldnΩt Protect My GrandmotherτBut I Can Protect My Nieceέ 

A familyΩs loss inspires one woman to join LiberiaΩs HPV vaccination campaign and help 

protect the next generation of girls from cervical cancer. 

 

For Olive Taylor, the fight against cervical cancer is deeply personal. 

Years ago, she watched the woman who raised herτher beloved grandmother, Esther Arkoiτ

grow weaker from a disease the family barely understood. Olive left her job to care for her 

through hospital visits and long nights of pain, but despite their efforts, Esther passed away 

from cervical cancer. 

Only later did Olive learn that the disease that claimed her grandmotherΩs life is largely 

preventable through vaccination. 

άThat knowledge stayed with me,έ Olive recalls. άBecause if we had known earlier, maybe things 

would have been different.έ 

Today, Olive is transforming grief into action. 



As Liberia expands its HPV vaccination campaign through a partnership between the 

Government of Liberia, The United Nations, and health partners, Olive has joined outreach 

teams helping families understand the importance of vaccinating girls against the virus that 

causes cervical cancer. 

She supports vaccinators on the ground, mobilizes families in her community, and encourages 

parents to protect their daughters. 

άWhen I heard the vaccine was available and free, I felt relief,έ she said. άI asked my friends to 

join me so we could help as many girls as possible.έ 

Among those girls was OliveΩs nine-year-old niece, Albertha. 

For Olive, seeing her vaccinated was a moment of healing. 

άI couldnΩt protect my grandmother,έ she said. άBut I can protect my niece.έ 

Through stories like OliveΩs, LiberiaΩs HPV vaccination campaign is doing more than delivering 

vaccinesτit is restoring hope, breaking cycles of preventable loss, and protecting the futures of 

thousands of girls across the country. 



 

Oxygen That Saves Lives: Palala Health Center Becomes a Regional 

Lifeline 

 

A new oxygen plant in Bong County is expanding emergency care for mothers, newborns, and 

children across three counties. 

In medical emergencies, access to oxygen can mean the difference between life and death. 

For families across Bong, Lofa, and Nimba counties, that lifesaving support is now closer than 

ever. 

With support from UNICEF and partners through the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator 

Strategic Financing Facility, Palala Health Center in Bong County has been transformed into a 

regional oxygen hubτdramatically strengthening emergency and critical care services in 

northern Liberia. 



At the heart of the transformation is a new oxygen plant capable of producing medical oxygen 

for health facilities across the region, backed by solar power, standby electricity, oxygen 

cylinders, and dedicated transport for distribution. 

 

The investment represents more than infrastructureτit is a lifeline for mothers facing obstetric 

emergencies, newborns struggling to breathe, and children battling severe illness. 

By improving reliable access to oxygen, the initiative is helping Liberia strengthen its health 

system beyond the pandemic and build greater resilience for future emergencies. 

The handover reflects the continued partnership between the Government of Liberia, the 

United Nations, and development partners to expand equitable access to quality healthcare. 

Every cylinder filled at Palala now carries more than oxygenτit carries the promise of survival 

for thousands of families. 



Liberia strengthens womenΩs leadership in peace and security 

 

When young Liberian women look at the Armed Forces today, more of them can finally see a 

place for themselves. 

Inside the Ministry of National Defense in Monrovia, anticipation filled the air as a new chapter 

quietly beganτone that could reshape not only LiberiaΩs armed forces, but its contribution to 

global peace. Through a landmark partnership between the Ministry of National Defense and 

UN Women, Liberia has launched a twoyear initiative to expand womenΩs participation and 

leadership within the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL), supported by the Elsie Initiative Fund. 

For years, women in uniform have faced systemic barriersτfrom limited recruitment 

opportunities to gaps in training, deployment readiness, and access to essential services. At 

present, women make up less than 10 per cent of the AFL. This initiative aims to change that 

realityτdeliberately and sustainably. 

άThis is about moving beyond numbers,έ said Yemi Falayajo, Deputy Country Representative of 

UN Women Liberia, speaking at the launch on behalf of Country Representative Comfort 



Lamptey. άIt is about ensuring that women are prepared, protected, and positioned to leadτat 

home and in peacekeeping missions worldwideέ. 

The project introduces targeted reforms: nationwide recruitment campaigns for women, 

capacitybuilding for female service members, strengthened genderresponsive policies, and 

improved access to reproductive and mental health care. Crucially, it also reinforces 

mechanisms to prevent and respond to sexual harassment and exploitation within the force. 

For Minister of National Defense, Brig. Gen. (Rtd.) Geraldine GeorgeJohnson, the initiative 

reflects a turning point. άWe have made progress since the end of the conflict,έ she noted, άbut 

progress for women has been too slow. This partnership aligns with our national priorities and 

accelerates change.έ 

At the heart of the effort is a broader national ambition: positioning Liberia as a leader in the 

Women, Peace and Security Agenda, while increasing the number of women deployed to UN 

peacekeeping missionsτwhere evidence shows their presence improves community trust, 

protection outcomes, and mission effectiveness. 

UN Resident Coordinator Christine Umutoni underscored the wider impact of the initiative: 

άInclusive security builds public trust. When institutions reflect the people they serve, peace 

becomes stronger and more sustainableέ. 

For young women watching from the sidelinesτand those already serving in uniformτthe 

message is clear: the doors are opening, and leadership is within reach. 



From Division to Shared Harvest: How Farming Rebuilt Trust in Zuo Town 

 

Peace takes root through livelihoods in Gbarpolu County 

On a humid morning in Zuo Town, laughter rose from a cassava field once marked by division. 

Men and women worked side by side, pulling cassava from the soil they now own together. For 

members of the Danakiayou Farmers Group, this harvest was about far more than foodτit was 

proof that cooperation can succeed where conflict once lingered. 



Supported by the World Food Programme (WFP) through a peacebuilding and resilience 

initiative funded by the UN Peacebuilding Fund, Zuo TownΩs farmers have transformed 

fractured relationships into a collective enterprise rooted in trust, livelihoods, and hope. 

Just months earlier, the group struggled with social tensions, limited income, and food 

insecurity. Today, they are harvesting four hectares of cassava cultivated under the projectτ

marking a major milestone in a journey toward unity. 

The initiative blends practical support with peacebuilding: agricultural training, farming tools, 

foodforassets assistance, andτmost transformative of allτthe creation of a Village Savings and 

Loan Association (VSLA). The group has already mobilised more than LRD 200,000 in savings, 

offering many women their first access to loans and financial security. 

άNow I can access money when I need it,έ one woman shared, smiling as she tied her harvest 

into neat bundles. 

Beyond income, the project has rebuilt social fabric. Farmers have established a 

communitybased conflict resolution committee to mediate disputes and sustain peaceful 

cooperation. What once divided them now unites them. 

Market access sealed the transformation. Through WFPΩs HomeGrown School Feeding 

Programme, a cooperative purchased the cassava directly at harvestτboosting farmersΩ 

incomes while supplying nutritious food for schoolchildren. With the addition of a cassava 

processing machine, farmers can now produce super gari, opening doors to new markets and 

longterm sustainability. 

From broken trust to shared opportunity, Zuo TownΩs story shows how peacebuilding works best 

when it is communitydriven, inclusive, and rooted in dignity. 
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A Morning in Monrovia: Why Possibility Matters 

Early morning light on Providence Island tells a quiet story of beginnings. 

This historic spaceτwhere LiberiaΩs journey took its first stepsτnow mirrors where the country 

stands today: grounded in its past, yet looking firmly toward possibility. During a recent morning 

walk through central Monrovia, I was reminded that development, like a city at dawn, is rarely 

loudτbut always purposeful. 



Across Liberia, communities are proving that progress is not abstract. It lives in a farmer 

harvesting together after years of division. It stands with a young woman putting on a uniform, 

ready to serve her country. It emerges when institutions choose inclusion, cooperation, and 

trust. 

This is the essence of the One UN approach in Liberia. Agencies are working side by sideτ

linking peacebuilding to livelihoods, gender equality to security, and national priorities to global 

commitments. Whether supporting womenΩs leadership in the Armed Forces, strengthening 

food systems in remote counties, or expanding opportunity for youth, our collective focus 

remains the same: people-centered development that leaves no one behind. 

 

What gives me hope is not only the programmes we implement, but the resolve I see in 

Liberians themselvesτinnovative, determined, and forwardlooking. Possibility here is not 

theoretical. It is visible, tangible, and growing. 

As the sun rises over Monrovia, so too does a shared responsibility: to nurture that possibility, 

protect it through partnership, and ensure it reaches every community. Together, we are not 

just supporting changeτwe are walking alongside it. 



The Sound of Hope: How Communities Are Turning Conservation into 

Opportunity in Liberia 

 

As morning mist settles over the dense forest canopy of Konobo District in Grand Gedeh County, 

a gentle hum rises from beneath the trees. For Victor Nangor, it is more than the sound of bees 

at work. It is the sound of hope. 

Just a few years ago, Victorτlike many others in his communityτrelied heavily on the forest for 

survival. Timber harvesting, hunting, and fuelwood collection were everyday sources of income, 

often driven by necessity rather than choice. Today, Victor stands beside neatly arranged 

beehives, carefully lifting a heavy frame gleaming with golden honey. 

άThe bees have changed my life,έ Victor says with quiet pride. άIf we cut down the forest, the 

bees will go. So now, we protect what gives us life.έ 

Victor is one of many Liberians benefiting from the Community-Based Forestry and Protected 

Area Management (CBFM) Project, a joint initiative supported by the United Nations system, 

implemented by FAO and UNDP in partnership with LiberiaΩs Forestry Development Authority 

(FDA), with generous funding from the Embassy of Sweden. The project supports forest-



dependent communities to strengthen governance, protect biodiversity, and build sustainable 

livelihoods that reduce pressure on natural resources. 

Through training and start-up support in beekeeping, Victor and other farmers have discovered 

a new source of income that depends on keeping the forest standing. Conservation, once 

perceived as a threat to livelihoods, is now understood as the foundation for long-term security 

and resilience. 

As Victor gently slides the honey frame back into the hive, he smiles. 

άThe forest is our life. Now, we are learning how to protect it τ and it is protecting us in return.έ 

Strengthening Ownership Through Community Forest Governance 

In nearby Solowoloh Community, another transformation is taking rootτthis one focused on 

governance and community leadership. 

Grace Kantan, Chief Officer of the Solowoloh Community Forest Management Body, has been 

guiding her community through the structured Nine-Step Process required to secure an 

approved Community Forest Management Plan from the FDA. The process is demanding but 

empowering, placing decisions about forest use firmly in community hands. 

άThis process gives us ownership,έ Madam Kantan explains. άWhen the plan is approved, it 

means the forest belongs to the community in responsibility τ not just in name.έ 

 

7 - Madam Grace Kantan 

Recognizing that good governance and sustainable livelihoods go hand in hand, the project has 

introduced Village Savings and Loan Associations (VSLA) alongside forest management 

structures. These groups are strengthening household financial resilience and reducing the 

economic pressures that often drive unsustainable forest use. 



άWhen people can save, borrow, and invest in small businesses, they donΩt feel pressured to 

overuse the forest,έ she says. άWomen especially are benefiting. They now have a voice in both 

savings groups and forest decisions.έ 

Her reflection captures a broader shift taking placeτone where environmental stewardship, 

gender inclusion, and community leadership reinforce each other. 

From Hunting to Sustainable Livelihoods in Sinoe 

Further southeast, in Gbalawein Community, Wedcarba Statutory District, Sinoe County, the 

forest has also shaped a journey of change. 

Alex Tarho, spokesperson for beneficiaries of the projectΩs cane rat livelihood component, 

recalls a time when hunting wildlife was the primary means of survival. 

άWe depended on the forest animals,έ he says. άBut we began to see that if we continued like 

that, nothing would remain for our children.έ 

 

8 - Mr. Alex Tarho 

Today, Alex and his peers are raising cane rats in controlled environments, providing a reliable 

source of protein and income while easing pressure on wildlife populations. The shift has 

allowed families to meet their needs without undermining the ecosystems they depend on. 

άThis project is teaching us that conservation does not mean suffering,έ Alex explains. άIt means 

managing what we have wisely.έ 

One UN Partnership, People-Centred Impact 

During a recent Joint Field Mission to Grand Gedeh and Sinoe Counties, partners met directly 

with community membersτlistening to their stories, observing progress in forest governance, 

and witnessing how sustainable livelihoods are reshaping everyday life. 

What stands out is not only the technical progressτapproved management steps, strong 

community structures, diversified income sourcesτbut the human transformation behind them. 



A beekeeper who now sees trees as partners. 

A woman leader strengthening both governance and financial inclusion. 

A former hunter building a sustainable future for the next generation. 

Across LiberiaΩs southeastern forest landscape, One UN partnership, supported by Sweden, is 

demonstrating that when communities are empowered as custodians of their environment, 

both people and nature thrive. Conservation becomes not a constraint, but an opportunityτ

rooted in dignity, resilience, and shared responsibility for generations to come. 

Liberia Launches Legislative Committee to Champion People-Centered 

Development 

 

Liberia has taken a decisive step toward people-centered governance with the official launch of 

the Legislative Committee on Population and Development (LCPD)τa landmark initiative that 

places demographic evidence at the heart of national legislation, budgeting, and development 

planning. 

The high-level event, presided over by H.E. Jeremiah Kpan Koung, Vice President of the 

Republic of Liberia, brought together senior government officials, members of the Legislature, 

the diplomatic corps, civil society, and development partners, underscoring a shared 

commitment to inclusive and sustainable development. 

The establishment of the LCPD reflects LiberiaΩs growing recognition that population 

dynamicsτsuch as age structure, fertility trends, migration, and urbanizationτmust inform 

policies across sectors, from health and education to employment, youth empowerment, and 



economic growth. With technical and financial support from the United Nations Population 

Fund (UNFPA), the Committee will work to ensure that population data and evidence are 

systematically integrated into laws, oversight functions, and national development strategies. 

Officially launching the Committee, Vice President Koung reaffirmed the GovernmentΩs 

commitment to national ownership of population issues and to translating demographic trends 

into opportunities for all Liberians. 

 

9 - H.E. Vice President Jeremiah Koung 

άThe strength of our population must become the strength of our economy, the size of our youth 

population must become the size of our opportunities, and the growth of our nation must 

translate into the growth of our future generations,έ the Vice President emphasized. 

He further highlighted the collective responsibility of government and partners to ensure άa 

future where every child has access to education, every mother has access to healthcare, every 

young person has access to opportunities, and every community has access to development.έ 

Speaking on behalf of the United Nations Country Team, Madam Christine Umutoni, UN 

Resident Coordinator in Liberia, welcomed the launch of the Committee as a demonstration of 

LiberiaΩs commitment to data-driven decision-making and people-focused development. She 

encouraged members of the Legislature to use the Committee as a platform for inclusive 

policymaking that leaves no one behind. 

She noted that the LCPD has the potential to be άa model for legislative engagementτensuring 

that every person in Liberia, whether in urban centers or the remotest villages, is counted, 

respected, and empowered to contribute fully to the nationΩs prosperity.έ 

Senator Dabah Varpilah, Chairperson of the Legislative Committee on Population and 

Development, acknowledged the instrumental technical and advisory support provided by 



UNFPA in developing the CommitteeΩs Terms of Reference and Work Plan. She called on her 

fellow legislators to seize this moment as a turning point in national development planning. 

 

10 - Senator Dabah Varpilah 

άLet this day mark the beginning of a new chapter where population planning drives national 

transformation, where legislative leadership secures sustainable development for generations to 

come,έ she said. 

For UNFPA, the launch of the LCPD represents a critical milestone in advancing evidence-based 

governance in Liberia. Dr. Mady Biaye, UNFPA Resident Representative, described the 

Committee as a best-practice mechanism for strengthening the link between data, policy, and 

impact. 

He characterized the initiative as a άdecisive move that aligns LiberiaΩs national legislative 

agenda with the highest standards of global governance and sustainable developmentτ

translating data into law, policy into budgets, and commitment into tangible well-being for all 

citizens.έ 

As part of the United NationsΩ collective support to Liberia, UNFPA continues to work with 

national institutions to ensure that population dynamics are effectively integrated into policies 

and laws, contributing to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and the 

shared commitment to leave no one behind. 

The launch of the Legislative Committee on Population and Development signals strong national 

leadership and a renewed partnership between the Government of Liberia and the United 

Nationsτcentered on people, driven by evidence, and focused on a more inclusive and 

prosperous future for all. 



   

Liberia Advances Trade Standards and Food Safety with EU Supported 

UN Partnership 

 

Liberia has taken an important step toward strengthening its national quality infrastructure and 

enabling inclusive economic growth with the commissioning of the newly renovated 

headquarters and laboratories of the Liberia Standards Authority (LiSA). The facility was 

officially inaugurated by H.E. President Joseph Nyuma Boakai, Sr., marking renewed national 

momentum to improve market regulation, food safety, and trade competitiveness. 

The intervention reflects sustained collaboration between the Government of Liberia, the 

European Union, and United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), aligned 

with national priorities to strengthen institutions, protect public health, and expand 

opportunities for Liberian producers in regional and global markets. 

Speaking at the ceremony, President Boakai underscored the central role of standards in 

economic transformation and consumer protection, noting that stronger regulatory systems are 


